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Armada Township 
COUNTY OF MACOMB 
STATE OF MICHIGAN 

Zoning Ordinance Amendments 
Prepared by Wade Trim 

Ordinance Form Ord 114-49 

An ordinance to amend Articles VIII, XVI, and XX of the Armada Township Zoning Ordinance 
to add and remove definitions, modify regulation related to agri-business (value added 
farming operations), event and hosting facilities, special outdoor events, manufacture of 
food and beverages, and year round kitchens with seating areas. 

THE TOWNSHIP OF ARMADA TOWNSHIP HEREBY ORDAINS: 

SECTION 1 Amendments to Article VIII AG Agricultural Preservation District. 

1. The Township hereby amends Article VIII of the Township Zoning Ordinance to modify
Section 8.01.B. The following text will be repealed and replaced.
B. Agri-Business (Value Added Farming Operations)

1. Intent
The Township recognizes the need for farming and its accessory uses to evolve
as the broader market and economic conditions of farming evolve. Further that,
to maintain the remaining farms and orchards within the Township, preserving
the agricultural heritage of the community, as well as furthering the goals and
objectives of the Township Master Plan, it is necessary to allow ancillary uses
connected with the typical farm and farm operations which may have a slightly
more commercial nature. This section of the Ordinance is intended to provide a
mechanism to allow agribusinesses or value added farming operations on existing
farm facilities while protecting the long term planning interests of the Township.
As part of the agri-business approval process noted below, a farm must produce
some form of recognition from the State of Michigan that the subject site is a
bona fide farm. These methods may include tax records, enrollment in state or
federal programs, or other acceptable means as determined by the Township
Board.

2. Acceptable Accessory Uses
The following uses shall be deemed acceptable accessory uses as part of an
overall agri-business. These uses shall require a site plan and the appropriate
permits and inspections in any instance where the general public is allowed
internal access to a building.  Site plan and engineering review shall also be
required for any paved parking areas. Other accessory uses not falling into these
two categories shall not require a site plan. Where required, site plans shall
include the following:

• A to-scale drawing on a survey showing the location and extent of
proposed uses and/or paved areas, including north arrow, setback
distances.

• Basic elevations showing the height and appearance of proposed
building(s).

• An aerial image of the surrounding area to provide context (images from
online mapping services are acceptable).

• Basic floor plans of any publicly accessible building, drawn to scale.
• A narrative describing the intended use of the building.
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Site plans may focus only on the area proposed for development, and bona fide 
farms need not provide a full site plan for the entire farm site.  

a. Agricultural products grown on site, including but not limited to farm markets,
you-pick farms, greenhouses and nurseries (a minimum of fifty (50) percent
grown by the operator).

b. Cider mills, wineries, or breweries derived from produce grown primarily on
site (a minimum of fifty (50) percent grown by the operator).

c. Bakeries selling baked goods containing produce grown primarily on site (a
minimum of fifty (50) percent grown by the operator).

d. Children play areas including inflatables (not including motorized vehicles or
rides).

e. Petting zoos (limited to farm animals) and pony rides.
f. Small scale entertainment, as defined in Section 20.01, on a minimum of

twenty (20) acres (not including permanent seating areas).
g. Gift shops for the sale of crafts and antiques limited to twenty-five (25)

percent of all indoor retail square footage on site.
h. Family orientated animated barns (fun houses, haunted house, or similar) and

hayrides on a minimum of twenty (20) acres.
i. Seasonal kitchen facilities, as defined in Section 20.01, along with the sale of

cider, doughnuts, fruit, or similar products; such operation shall be limited to
no more than eight (8) months out of the year.  Kitchen facilities do not
include restaurants.

j. Indoor storage facilities for the storage of automobiles, recreational vehicles
and items similar in nature. Indoor storage may only occur in buildings that
existed at the time of the adoption of this Ordinance.

k. Processing farm products (a minimum of fifty (50) percent grown by the
operator).

l. Accessory or other similar uses to those listed above as approved by the
Planning Commission. If the Commission determines that the type of use is not
similar to an above stated acceptable accessory use or that the impacts from
such a use may be of a more intense nature, the Planning Commission may
consider the use as a special land use approval and if approved, may place
appropriate conditions on the use to ensure that the health, safety, and
general welfare of the Township are protected.

m. Accessory uses which include mud bogs, race tracks, tractor pulls, the use of
motor vehicles or off road vehicles for entertainment, charitable or for profit
purposes, shall not be considered acceptable accessory uses. This shall not
include the use of tractors for hayrides or other similar events or normal farm
related activities.

3. Minimum Site Requirements
a. The accessory uses above, may only be considered for farms or orchards with

a minimum land area of ten (10) acres or more unless otherwise stated above.
b. The accessory uses above, when not completely enclosed in a permanent

structure, must be setback a minimum of one-hundred (100) feet from any
property line.

c. The Planning Commission may modify the above minimum site requirements
based on the following findings of fact:
i. The proposed use proposes sufficient screening and setbacks to address

potential nuisance and off-site impact concerns of surrounding properties.
ii. The proposed use would not change the essential character of the

surrounding area and would maintain a rural/ open space appearance.
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4. Setbacks for all Agri-Business Buildings
a. Front yard: As required in the Zoning District. 
b. Side yard: A minimum of fifty (50) feet. 
c. Rear yard: As required in the Zoning District. 

*Existing buildings being utilized for storage, single family dwelling unit
use, or production farming activities are not subject to the above noted
setback requirements.

5. Pedestrian Circulation
a. Dedicated pedestrian walkways or pathways shall be provided from all parking

areas to the designated activity or shopping area. Walkways shall incorporate
some form or combination of fencing, curbing, landscaping, etc., as a method
of separation.

6. Parking
a. Parking shall be provided at a rate of one (1) space for each one hundred and

fifty (150) square feet of such building area.
7. Conditions of Agri-Business Operations

a. All proper permitting and licensing records (as required) shall be available to
the Township upon request.

b. Noise emanating from such use shall meet the acceptable decibel requirements
set forth in this Ordinance.

c. Lighting shall be shielded downward and away from all adjacent residences
and public rights-of-way.

d. Permits or proof of review for all new access drives shall be obtained from the
Road Commission of Macomb County.  For all existing drives, created after
April 2000, proof of permit or review from the Road Commission shall be
provided as a part of approval.

e. Uses shall provide an emergency action/access plan (as approved by the Fire
Department) for emergency response for each aspect of the agribusiness use
(if and as determined necessary by the Township).

SECTION 2 Amendments to Article XVI Special Land Use. 

1. The Township hereby amends Article XVI of the Township Zoning Ordinance to modify
Section 16.39. The following text will be repealed and replaced.

Section 16.39 EVENT HOSTING FACILITIES
A. Intent

1. This Special Approval Land Use permits the Applicant to renovate an existing
structure for the purpose of hosting events, or to construct a new building or
structure for that purpose.

B. Minimum Site Requirements
1. Event hosting facilities shall be constructed on a site twenty (20) acres in size or

greater.
2. Setbacks

a. Front yard: as required in the AG district
b. Rear yard: As required in the AG district.
c. Side yard: Fifty (50) feet

C. Specific Parking Requirements
1. Parking shall be provided at a rate of one (1) space for each two (2) persons

allowed within maximum occupancy, as determined by the Fire Department.
D. Screening

1. Event hosting facilities shall be screened from adjacent residential uses by a
greenbelt consistent with the standards of this Ordinance.
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E. Other Requirements
1. Events shall take place within an entirely enclosed building that is designated for

event hosting on an approved site plan.
2. The Township Board shall make a determination as to whether the event hosting

facility is truly accessory to the site’s agricultural use or uses.
3. The Township Board shall limit the number, duration and intensity of the events,

as appropriate, to ensure compatibility with the surrounding area and
neighborhood.

4. The maximum number of guests for an event regulated by this section shall be
three hundred (300) guests.

5. Traffic study
a. In order to help ensure safe and reasonable traffic operating conditions on

streets and intersections after development of the event hosting facility, the
Township shall require a traffic impact study.

b. A traffic study shall include, at a minimum, a description of existing traffic
conditions, forecasted trip generation and forecasted trip distribution, a level
of service analysis, the proposed access design for the site, and proposed
mitigation measures, if needed.

c. The traffic study may be waived by the Planning Commission if the following
standards apply:
i. The proposed operation has received approval from the Macomb County

Department of Roads based on the current application being reviewed.
ii. The proposed operation has proposed improvements to adequately

manage the anticipated traffic control necessary to not cause backups on
the public roadway and off-site impact/ nuisances to the surrounding area.

2. The Township hereby amends Article XVI of the Township Zoning Ordinance to modify
Section 16.40. The following text will be repealed and replaced.

Section 16.40 SPECIAL OUTDOOR EVENTS.
A. Intent

1. This Special Approval Land Use permits the Applicant to host outdoor events in a
designated event hosting area.

B. Minimum Site Requirements
1. Special outdoor events shall only be permitted on sites no less than thirty (30)

acres in size.
2. Special outdoor events shall be hosted only in areas designated for events on an

approved site plan. The site plan shall provide a planned maximum capacity for
the event area, to be determined by the Fire Department.

3. Special outdoor events shall only be permitted on sites with frontage on and
direct access to a paved roadway.

C. Setbacks
1. Any designated event hosting area shall be setback a minimum of one hundred

(100) feet from all property lines.
2. For events with amplified sound, all activities related to the event, including

crowd staging, crowd assembly and use areas, and event staging shall be setback
two hundred (200) feet from all property lines.

D. Specific Parking Requirements
1. Parking shall be provided at a rate of one (1) space for each two (2) persons

allowed within the event area’s maximum occupancy, as determined by the Fire
Department.
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E. Screening
1. Areas designated for outdoor events shall be screened from neighboring

properties by buildings, a greenbelt, a six (6) foot wooden fence, equivalent
decorative material or some combination thereof.

F. Other Requirements
1. Outdoor events shall be limited to Sunday through Thursday 8:00a.m. to 7:00

p.m.; and Friday, Saturday and national holidays 8:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. The
Township Board may grant an extension of these hours to midnight upon a
finding that such an extension will preserve the health, safety and welfare of
surrounding residential uses.

2. Outdoor events shall be limited to no more than three (3) per week that extend
after 7:00p.m.

3. Any lighting used in association with an outdoor event shall be turned off after
the event has ended.

4. The Township Board shall limit the duration and intensity of the events, as
appropriate, to ensure compatibility with the surrounding area and neighborhood.

5. Temporary structures
a. Temporary structures erected for outdoor events shall comply with all height,

bulk, and setback requirements of the AG district and this section, whichever
are more stringent.

b. Temporary structures shall be placed only within the area designated for
outdoor events.

c. Temporary structures shall be erected only for a single, scheduled event, and
shall be removed within forty-eight (48) hours after completion of the event.
If multiple events are scheduled within one week of each other, the tent may
stay up between events.

6. All temporary structures shall comply with the Township Fire Code and Building
Codes.

7. Sanitary facilities
a. The Applicant shall demonstrate that adequate sanitary facilities exist on site

to accommodate the planned maximum number of event attendees.
b. Where adequate facilities do not exist, they shall be constructed, or

temporary facilities shall be provided. Where temporary facilities are
provided, said facilities shall remain on site no longer than seventy-two (72)
hours.

8. Traffic study
a. A traffic study shall include, at a minimum, a description of existing traffic

conditions, forecasted trip generation and forecasted trip distribution, a level
of service analysis, the proposed access design for the site, and proposed
mitigation measures, if needed.

b. The traffic study may be waived by the Planning Commission if the following
standards apply:
i. The proposed operation has received approval from the Macomb County

Road Commission based on the current application being reviewed.
ii. The proposed operation has proposed improvements to adequately

manage the anticipated traffic control necessary to not cause backups on
the public roadway and off-site impact/ nuisances to the surrounding
area.
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3. The Township hereby amends Article XVI of the Township Zoning Ordinance to modify 
Section 16.41. The following text will be repealed and replaced.
Section 16.41 MANUFACTURE OF BEVERAGES, INCLUDING THE DISTILLATION, 
FERMENTATION, BREWING, AND RELATED PACKAGING OF ALCOHOLIC 
BEVERAGES.
A. Specific Requirements and Conditions.

1. Minimum Site Requirements
a. Manufacture of beverages, including the distillation, fermentation, brewing, 

and related packaging of alcoholic beverages, may only be considered for 
farms or orchards with a minimum land area of twenty (20) acres or more.

b. The site shall have a minimum of ten (10) planted acres of fruit or other crop 
used in the wine, cider, microbrewery or spirit processing, which shall be 
maintained pursuant to generally accepted agricultural management 
practices. At least fifty percent (50%) of the fruit and other crops used to 
make alcoholic beverages shall be grown by the operator.  This requirement 
may be waived in the case of catastrophic crop failure.

2. Lot Coverage
a. The total land area covered by buildings and structures used for the beverage 

processing, storage and sales may not exceed two percent (2%) of the 
contiguous lot area.

3. Setbacks
a. Any building, loading area, or internal truck circulation route that is part of 

the operations permitted under this subsection shall be located at least one 
hundred (100) feet from any adjacent property and at least three hundred
(300) feet from any residential dwelling, unless the property is zoned SAA 
Overlay District.

4. Other Requirements
a. All activities, other than parking of motor vehicles and loading and unloading, 

shall be conducted within a completely enclosed building, except for outdoor 
activity specifically approved and/or licensed by the Township.

4. The Township hereby amends Article XVI of the Township Zoning Ordinance to modify 
Section 16.42. The following text will be repealed and replaced.
Section 16.42 YEAR-ROUND KITCHENS WITH SEATING AREAS/TASTING ROOMS.

A. Bona-fide agricultural operations, including, but not limited to, wineries, cider mills, 
microbreweries and distilleries, may offer food service subject to the following 
conditions:
1. The area serving food shall seat no more than three hundred (300) patrons at one 

time.  Up to one hundred (100) of the seats may be in an accessory outdoor 
seating area.

2. Food and beverage service shall be completed at 11:00 p.m.
3. The facility must be licensed to prepare and serve food by the appropriate Health 

Agency.
4. Alcoholic beverages may only be sold at retail if such beverages are produced by 

the operator at an onsite winery, cider mill, microbrewery, brewery, or distillery.
B. Minimum Site Requirements

1. Accessory kitchens with seating areas or tasting rooms shall be constructed on a 
site twenty (20) acres in size or greater.

C. Setbacks
1. Front yard: as required in the AG district
2. Rear yard: As required in the AG district.
3. Side yard: Fifty (50) feet
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D. Specific Parking Requirements
1. Parking shall be provided at a rate of one (1) space for each one hundred (100)

square feet of floor area, or one (1) space for each two (2) persons allowed
within maximum occupancy, as determined by the Fire Department, whichever is
greater.

E. Screening/ Outdoor Seating Capacity
1. Any outdoor seating shall be screened from adjacent residential uses by a

greenbelt consistent with the standards of this Ordinance.  Outdoor seating shall
be limited to no more than one hundred percent (100%) of the indoor seating
and the total of both indoor and outdoor seating cannot exceed three hundred
(300) people.

F. Other Requirements
1. Retail sales and food service associated with a year-round kitchen, if permitted

by law, must be clearly accessory to production of the food or beverage being
processed.  Retail sales and food service areas shall occupy no more than
twenty–five (25) percent of the floor area devoted to food or beverage processing
and storage, or no more than ten thousand (10,000) square feet, whichever is
less.

SECTION 3 Amendments to Article 20 Definitions. 

1. The Township hereby amends Article XX of the Township Zoning Ordinance to add and
remove the following definitions to Section 20.01 Definitions. The following text below
will be repealed.

ANCILLARY USE: A use of land or of a building or portion thereof customarily incidental
and subordinate to the principal use of the land or building and located on the same lot
with the principal use.

2. The Township hereby amends Article XX of the Township Zoning Ordinance to add and
remove the following definitions to Section 20.01 Definitions. The following text will be
repealed and replaced with the following text below.

ACCESSORY USE, OR ACCESSORY: A use of land or of a building or portion thereof
customarily incidental and subordinate to the principal use of the land or building and
located on the same lot with the principal use.

AGRI-BUSINESS (VALUE ADDED FARMING): A commercial use accessory to the
general operation of a farm.

SEASONAL KITCHEN FACILITY: The offering of food at retail, on an occasional or
seasonal basis, as an accessory service on the premises in connection with the operation
of wineries, cider mills, breweries, distilleries, civic events, private events, and/or agri-
businesses. The food offered may consist of snacks, sandwiches, luncheons, pre-
packaged, or pre-arranged dinners. Alcoholic beverages may be served provided the
responsible entity is licensed to do so. A seasonal kitchen shall not include the operation
of a standard, open front, take-out, or drive-through restaurant, but could include the
purchase of warmed up (non-cooking process) or pre-packaged products like charcuterie
board, peanuts, cracker & cheese trays, and other similar items.

TEMPORARY USE OR BUILDING: A use or building permitted by the Building
Inspector or Zoning Administrator to exist during periods of construction of the main
building or use, or for special events or purpose. Tents or similar enclosures used in
residential zoning districts for short-term events, not exceeding sixty (60) days, shall
not be defined as a temporary use or building.
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SECTION 4 Severability 
This Ordinance and its various articles, paragraphs and clauses are hereby declared to be 
severable. If any article, paragraph, or clause is adjudged unconstitutional or invalid, the 
remainder of this amendatory ordinance shall not be affected thereby. 

SECTION 5 Conflict 
If any part of this Ordinance is found to be in conflict with any other Ordinance or with any 
other part of this Ordinance, the most restrictive or highest standard shall prevail. If any 
part of this Ordinance is explicitly prohibited by federal or state statute, that part shall not 
be enforced. 

SECTION 6 Adoption 
The amendatory ordinance shall take effect upon the expiration of seven (7) days after the 
publication of the notice of adoption. 

CERTIFICATION 
The foregoing Ordinance is hereby certified to be authentic record of the Zoning Ordinance 

which was been duly adopted by the Township Board of Armada Township on 

________________, 2026 and published on _________________, 2026. 

YEAS: 
NAYS: 
ABSENT: 

State of Michigan ))SS 
County of Macomb  

__________________________
Christopher Krotche,Township Supervisor 

I, Mary Swiacki, Clerk for Armada Township, hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and 

correct copy of Ordinance No. of Armada Township, adopted by at a meeting of the 

Township Board of Trustees held on ______________, 2026 was in compliance with Act 

267, Public Acts of Michigan 1976 and subject to Public Act 110 of 2006 as amended. 

I further certify that on _____________, 2026 I caused notice of such adoption to be 

published in the _________________, a newspaper circulated in Armada Township, and 

that said Ordinance and the record of publication was duly recorded and is available for 

public use and inspection at the Armada Township Hall, 23121 East Main Street. 

Planning Commission Public Hearing: December 6, 2025  

Adopted by Township Board: ____________________, 2026 

Published: ________________, 2026       Effective: _________________, 2026 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have my official signature on _________________, 2026. 

_________________________
Mary K. Swiacki,Township Clerk 
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